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ACTION EB 11 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR-25 ADP-00 AID-20 CIAE-00 COME-OO 
FRB-02 INR-09 NSAE-00 RSC-01 TRSE-00 XMB-07 OPIC-12 
CIEP-02 LAB-06 SIL-01 SAL-01 OMB-01 NSC-10 SS-14 
STR-08 CEA-02 PA-03 USIA-12 PRS-01 L-03 H-02 RSR-01 
/165 W 

000659 

R 231029 Z MAR 73 
FM AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7823 
INFO AMEMBASSY BERN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PRETORIA 0924 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIN, SF 

SUB J : SA GOLD AND FOREIGN EXCHANGE RESERVES 
REF: PRETORIA 846 

1. S A RESERVE BANK HOLDINGS REPORTED MARCH 9 AS FOLLOWS 
( IN MILLION RAND): 

3/9/73 3/2/73 

GOLD 554.4 553.5 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE 519.8 487.1 

TOTAL 1074.2 1040.7 

INCREASE IN GOLD RESERVES ( R 0.9 MILLION) REPRESENTS APPROXI- 
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MATELY 5 PERCENT OF ESTIMATED WEEKLY PRODUCTION AND INDICATES 
ALMOST ALL OF NEWLY MINED GOLD PUT ON FREE MARKET. THIS ALSO 
REFLECTED IN INCREASE IN FOREIGN EXCHANGE HOLDING ( UP R32.7 
MILLION FOR WEEK ENDING MARCH 9 AND R 29.9 MILLION PREVIOUS 
WEEK) IN SPITE OF CONTINUING TRADE DEFICIT. TOTAL RESERVES 
OF SWA IMPROVED BY R 33.5 MILLION. 

HURD 
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